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Print on Demand *****, Excerpt from Some Jewish Associates of John Brown Perhaps no period in the history of
our country has been the subject of opinions more widely divergent, than the period immediately preceding the
Civil War, and more particularly the story of the struggle for Kansas (1854-7). Nor is there a character in the
whole range of American history concerning whom more widely opposite views have prevailed than that of
John Brown of Osawatomie. On the one hand a group of writers have characterized him and his men as
marauders, on the other hand a no less distinguished group, including Emerson, Thorcau, Hinman and
Sanborn, have accorded them a foremost place in American patriotism, calling them the Deliverers of Kansas
and Martyrs to the cause of freedom. No less extreme are the views concerning the effect of John Brown s
career. One group of historians declared that it had practically no effect whatever,3 another, numbering many
famous names, have called John Brown and his little band the first recruits to inaugurate the great struggle
which cost nearly a million of lives and billions of money and the writer in Appleton s Cyclopedia goes so far
even, as to state that slavery would have triumphed over all legal and legislative skill had not the sword been
thrown into the balance even in a small way; that the largest affairs in which Brown took part, Black Jack and
Osawatomie for instance, seem trifling amid the vast encounters of the Civil War, but with these petty
skirmishes nevertheless began that great conflict. Amid such extremes it is most difficult to reach a just estimate
and | have therefore chosen as a fair guide in the narrative,...
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