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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This study examines the role of clandestine reporting in CIA s analysis of
the Warsaw Pact from 1955 to 1985. The Soviet Union established itself as a threat to the West at the end of
World War Il by its military occupation of eastern European countries and the attempts of its armed proxies to
capture Greece and South Korea. The West countered with the formation of NATO. While the West welcomed
West Germany into NATO, the Soviets established a military bloc of Communist nations with the Warsaw Treaty
of May 1955. This study continues CIA s efforts to provide a detailed record of the intelligence derived from
clandestine human and technical sources from that period. This intelligence was provided to US policy makers
and used to assess the political and military balances and confrontations in Central Europe between the
Warsaw Pact and NATO during the Cold War. Brezhnev has used the political advantages of the General
Secretary s office to consolidate his power within the ruling oligarchy. Through judicious use of his right to rule
on the assignment of party personnel, he has gradually placed proteges in key positions at the expense of his
rivals, who have been mainly within the Secretariat. In the first months after Khrushchev s fall in late 1964, two
senior secretaries--Politburo members Nikolay Podgornyy and Aleksandr Shelepin--had sufficient ambition and
independent support to pose a threat to Brezhnev. Another senior secretary, Mikhail Suslov, had earned
considerable prestige from his long service, since 1947, on the Secretariat, but he appeared to lack the ability
and desire to become a contender for the top post. Podgornyy was especially well placed to challenge Brezhnev
in the long run, supervising party...
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