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yet not so far but that one might hear the chime of bells stealing across the valley from the great minster of
Mortain on a still evening, dwelt Beltane the Smith. Alone he lived in the shadow of the great trees, happy when
the piping of the birds was in his ears, and joying to listen to the plash and murmur of the brook that ran
merrily beside his hut; or pausing twixt the strokes of his ponderous hammer to catch its never failing music. A
mighty man was Beltane the Smith, despite his youth already great of stature and comely of feature. Much
knew he of woodcraA, of the growth of herb and tree and flower, of beast and bird, and how to tell each by its
cry or song or flight; he knew the ways of fish in the streams, and could tell the course of the stars in the
heavens; versed was he likewise in the ancient wisdoms and philosophies, both Latin and Greek, having learned
all these things from him whom men called Ambrose the Hermit. But of men and cities he knew little, and of
women and the ways of women, less than nothing, for of these matters Ambrose spake not. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a...
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