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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****, Excerpt from A Plea for the Children of the Elementary and Grade Schools A suit of
clothing, be it ever so cheap, is valuable to a man in proportion to the measure of comfort and happiness it
affords him, and when, by reason of his physical, aesthetic or fastidious developement, or by reason of its own
wear and tear, it fails to serve him satisfactorily, he has no compunction in laying it aside for another which
better meets his immediate need. The mere hut, which was once sufficient shelter against material enemies, is
no longer a home for civilized man, his advancement along innumerable practical and artistic lines requires
furnishings and trappings which his earlier condition never dreamed of. Many of the old ideas which man once
held sacred, as a part of his religion, are now listed in the category of superstition. With the chains of darkness
and ignorance broken, he is left free to exercise both mind and hand in studying and applying the laws of his
Creator for perpetuating his own existence. In Mediaeval times the church undertook to establish a system of
mental training which would prepare the clergy for their particular line of work. It was an attempt to develope
knowledge from consciousness, by a course of gymnastics in formal reasoning, and any sort of observation,
experiment or investigation was tabood. A course was designed for the education of church officials, who
constituted a leisure class and who, to show that they were separated from the laboring classes, instituted the
custom of wearing extra long sleeves with white cuffs. At that time universal education was not even thought of,
in fact such a venture could not...
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